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V/XTinfJLL _ URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  NJiDIC.  J,  OFFICER  OF  IT  TAT:,  EOT  TI 
—  —  yypif  1939# 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Y/Ithnell* 
Hr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


A 

i'ii  LIBRARY 


I  have  tie  pleasure  R^-n-pe-gtYnt  a  Report 
for  the  year  1939  upon  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Withnell 
Owing  to  war  conditions  it  has  been  necessary  to  omit  certain 

statistics. 

A .  STATISTICS  AH 0_  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  .... RHl . 

The  area  of  the  district  is  4190  acres,  and  the  estimate 
of  the  population  for  mid -IT 30 ,  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar 
General,  is  2759*  The  average  population  appropriate  to  the 
calculation  of  death  rates  is  2801.  The  population  figure  at  the 
census  of  1931  v/as  5040, 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  the  Rate 
books,  at  the  end  of  1938  was  857.  (Census  1951  -  S04), 

i 

The  Rateable  value  is  £12 ,  566 ,  and  a  penny  rate  produces 

£51. 

Social  conditions  in  the  district  have  continued,  to 
improve  throughout  the  year,  due  to  the  reduction  in  unemployment . 
This  reduction  in  unemployment  unf ortunatoly  is  mainly  the  result 
of  War  work,  which  has  absorbed  a  considerable  number  of  people* 

The  chief  industries  are  in  full  work* 


Vital  Statistics. 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 
Total 

3 oath-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 


Deaths* 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  Nil 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  Nil 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  "  •  Nil 
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from  Cancer  (all  ages) 
from  Measles  (all  ages) 
from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years 


of  age) 
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D.  GHli/HAL  PROVISION  OF  HEAL -T7  'F  RYICES  FOR  THE  AREA . 


Ac _ti n g  Medic al  Officer  of  K e a  1 0 1 1 . 


Thomas  Schoales  Hall,  M.D.  ,  3. Sc.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,  up  to  : opt umber  1939. 

Archibald  Dodd,  M.D.  ,  Ch.B.,  M.H.O.H.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.F.H.,  from  1st. 
October  1939. 


Part-time  Officer,  Remuneration  .180  per  annum. 


Dr.  Hall  has  been  with  L.M,  Forces  on  active  Service 
utbrealc  of  war  and  I  have  acted  as  Radical  Officer  of 


since  tho  o 
Health  since  1st.  October,  19 
employed  as 
County  Coun 
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Dr.  Hall  and  I  have  also  boon 


and  disadva 
medical  Off 
medical  Off 
co-ordinati 

not  boon  po 
allocated  t 
t ime  in  the 
War  time,  I 


Assistant  Medical  Officers  on  the  Staff  of  the  Lancashire 

cil. 

Reference  was  made  im  last  year's  Report  to  advantages 
ntages  of  one  person  holding  the  joint  offices  of  Acting 
iccr  of  Health  of  the  ‘urban  District  and  Assistant  County 
iccr.  This  arrangement  undoubtedly  facilitates 
on  of  the  health  services. 

During  the  War  period  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Hall  it  has 
ssible  at  all  times  for  me  porsonclly  to  perform  all  dutio: 
o  me,  I  have  however,  always  been  able  to  spend  adequate 
Local  Authority's  work.  Thus,  despite  the  exigencies  of 
do  not  think  the  local  ./authority's  work  has  suffered. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 

Cyril  I. each  Grogson,  M.I.K.  H.S.I.A.,  H,R.San.I., 
a  part-time  Officer  holding  the  appointment  of  Surveyor* 

Remuneration  :  -  £130  per  annum. 

No  other  Public  Health  Officers  held  office  during  tho  year. 

Ambrlan c  e  Facilities .. 

Arrangements  for  transport  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
have  been  made  with  the  Chorley  Joint  Hospital  Board.  Transport  of 
non-inf cctious  cases  is  undertaken  by  the  hospital  or  neighbouring 
Local  Authorities  in  which  the  hospitals  are  situated. 


Air  Raid  Precai.it ions . 


Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  the  general 
scheme  for  Air  Raid  Precautions  in  the  District,  Much  credit  is  due 
to  Mr.  Gregson,  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also 
Executive  Officer  for  Air  Raid  Precautions  at  Withnell,  who  has  been 
mainly  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Scheme.  He  has  spent 
an  enormous  amount  of  time  and  energy  in  A.R.P.  Work  and  this  has 
limited  the  time  available  for  sanitary  ivork. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  Doctors  Clarke,  Byres  and  Gordon, 
and  to  Mr.  Marsh  for  the  work  done  in  training  volunteers.  Credit 
is  due  to  the  volunteers  fotf  their  conscientious  service. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  all  the  facilities 
which  we  should  like  locally,  but  it  Is  apparent  that  a  district  of 
small  population  must  be  dependant  for  part  of  its  services  on  nearby 
districts. 


C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Wat er  Supply . 

The  raw  upland  surface  water  i3  supplied  by  the  Liverpool 
Corporation.  Bacteriological  tests  made  in  November  and  December  of 
the  raw  and  filtered  waters  vere  below  accepted  standards  of  purity 
for  a  potable  v:ater.  At  the  end  of  the  year  investigation  was 
proceeding.  ,  Tho  results  of  investigation  and 
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"ULCr  supply  contd: - 

rer.ied.ial  measures  recommended  w ill  form  part  of  the  194C  Rjpj.rv  „ 


A  nev;  water  main  has  been  laid  during  the  year  fro:  no 

Waterworks  to  the  boundaries  of  the  district  in  Harbour  Lane  ana 
School  Lane  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  water  in  bulk  to  Chorley 
dural  District  Council.  These  mains  have  been  extended  by  the  Rural 
Council  to  serve  portions  of  Higher  Who elt on . 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

The  sewer  extension  from  Withnell  Fold  to  Chorley  Road 
and  Flag  Lane  mentioned  in  last  year's  Report  was  completed.  No 
ether  important  extension  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1959. 


Number  of  privy  middens  Nil 

n  "  pail  closets  258 

H  n  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  80 

n  M  moveable  ashbins  757 

houses  on  wat er-carriage  system  598 

,f  freshwater  closets  681 

11  ,r  wastewater  closets.  41 


Commendable  progress  was  made  in  the  conversion  of  pail 
closets  to  freshwater  closets,  5G  being  converted  during  the  year 
compared  with  31  in  the  previous  year* 

Ninety-two  fixed  receptacles  were  replaced  by  moveable 
ash-bins,  compared  with  four  in  1938. 

Public  Cleansing . 

Dry  house  refuse  is  collected  by  motor  lorry  and  tipped* 

Sanitary  Inspections  in  1959 . 

141  premises  were  visited  and  181  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered.  The  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  169*  Six  informal 

and  51  Statutory  notices  were  served  during  1939. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  Council  ov/ns  the  Publio  Baths.  The  Plunge  bath  is 
75  feet  by  25  feet.  Slipper  baths  are  also  provided.  The  flit ratio 
plant  is  old  and  has  a  lOhhour  turnover.  Its  efficiency  will  be 
assessed  during  the  summer  when  the  bath  is  used  by  a  considerable 
numb e  r  of  b athe  r  s . 

Schools . 

The  condition  of  the  schools  is  generally  satisfactory* 
During  the  year  the  pail  closet  system  of  one  of  the  schools  was 
converted  to  freshwater  closet  system.  Ail  schools  have  nov;  closet 
accommodation  of  the  fresh  water  type. 

D.  HOUSING* 

The  total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1939  was 
five.  These  were  built  without  State  assistance  by  private  individ¬ 
uals  .  There  is  no  appreciable  difference  in  Housing  in  Withnell 
since  last  year's  Report. 

The  Council ' adopted  a  policy  of  compulsory  conversions 
of  pail  closets  to  freshwater  closets  and  applied  for  a  loan  for  the 
purpose.  Owing  to  changed  conditions,  the  loan  applied  for  has  not 
been  available  ,  and  consequently,  it  has  been  necessary  to  suspend 
this  work. 
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e.  inspection  and  gupervtsiq~'  o.!  food. 

Hill;  Supply# 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  periodically  from  five 
farms  which  supply  milk  to  schools  in  the  district.  The  examination 
results  were  satisfactory. 


Dairies  and  cowsheds  are  periodically  inspected, 


rn 


he 


general  conditions  are  satisfactory. 


Dairy  Farms 


lumber  of  Dairy  Farms. 


Approximate  number  of  cows  in  district 

Number  of  cow -keepers (including  the  dairy  Farms) 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  yea". 

Number  of  dairymen  or  milk  purveyors (other  than  cow- 

-keepers ) 


18 

300 

55 

10 


Neat _  and  __ Other  foods. 

Slaughter  houses  and  shops  have  been  inspected' 
periodically.  The  meat  sold  is  generally  t>£  good  quality  .  , 

All  meat  is  now  coming  from  the  central  depot  at  Blackburn.  t 

Bakehouses . 

Six  bakehouses  exist  and  were  in  good  condition  during 

the  year. 


PREVALENCE 


OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS  DISEAS 


C 
1^0  • 


At  the  end  of  the 


year  the  Council  decided  to  enter  into 
Joint  Hospital  Board  for* 'the  provision, 
infectious  diseas b.  Under  this 
diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Heath 
The  Board  has  five  beds  for 
Small-pox  exclusively  set  apart  for  its  use  at  the  Finbingt on 
Hospital  near  Blackburn*  and  under  the  Agreement  thi$  provision 
is  intended  to  cover  the  needs  of  the  V/ifchndXl  District* 


an  agreement  with  the  Chorloy 
of  accommodation  for  cases  of 
agreement  cases  of  infectious 
Charnock  Hospital  at  Chorley# 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  ptltor^than'  TuhoroUlosls ♦ 

The  /el lowing  table  aUbwS  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  in  the  various  age-groups  during  1939  :  - 
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Death: 


in  Hospital  of  persons  belonging  to 


District . 


NIL 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30287959 


Tuberculosis • 


One  new  cr.so  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was 
...U'  j.fied  during  1939  in  a  female  in  the  35  age-group.  No 
deaths  of  Y/ithnell  residents  attributed  to  Tuberculosis  occurred 
during  fie  year. 


Cancer 


Pour  deaths 
These  were  all  in  females 
42,  54,  65  and  71. 


from  Cancer  occurred  during  the  year, 
of  the  following  ages  respectively, 


I  thank  the  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 
for  their  unfailing  interest  in  matters  relative  to  the  health 
of  the  District  and  for  their  courtesy  and  help. 


Yours  faithfully, 


A.  DODD. 


medical  Officer  of  Health 
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1  •  W.  Mlliw-*  <  i 


